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Sergeant Charles Floyd was the quartermaster with 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  A native of 

Kentucky, he may have been distantly related to 
William Clark, one of the expedition’s leaders.  
He died on August 20, 1804, in what would 
become part of northwest Iowa.  His remains 
were subsequently unearthed and moved a 
short distance to where the Sergeant Floyd 

Monument stands today.  The Sergeant Floyd 
Monument was the first designated National 

Historic Landmark in the United States.  
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This excerpt from the Lewis and Clark map of 1814 depicts the 
rivers of the western part of the Iowa Territory.  Sergeant Floyd’s 

grave is noted on the map.  Source:  Wikipedia 
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Top:  Scaffolding surrounds the 
monument during construction. 
 
Left:  Finishing touches are added 
to the top of the monument. 
 
Photos:  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 
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Sergeant Floyd Monument 
 
Sioux City Museum 
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Sergeant Floyd Monument 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Floyd_Monument
http://www.siouxcitymuseum.org/sgt-floyd-river-museum-a-welcome-center
http://www.usace.army.mil/About/History/Historical-Vignettes/Civil-Engineering/044-Floyd-Monument/
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The Sergeant Floyd Monument was dedicated on May 30, 1901. 
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Iowa Historical Record 
 
Lewis and Clark Journals on the day of Floyd’s death 
 
 

https://archive.org/details/iowahistoricalre16statuoft
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-08-20
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Sergeant Floyd’s Reburial 
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